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ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY. 


Vol. XIY. June 9, 1854. No. 8. 


G. B. Airy, Esq. President, in the Chair. 

James Samuel, Esq., 26 Great George Street, Westminster; 
Lieut. Andrew Noble, Royal Artillery; 

Lieut. Wm. Hett Noble, Royal Engineers; and 
James Burman, Esq., Castle Rushin, Isle of Man, 

were balloted for and duly elected Fellows of the Society. 

Dr. Luther, of Bilk, 

was balloted for and duly elected an Associate of the Society. 


The Astronomer Royal has the pleasure to communicate to 
British astronomers the following letter, which he has received from 
the Secretary of the Post-Office. The Astronomer Royal wishes 
at the same time to direct the notice of astronomers to the liberality 
and obliging attention of the Secretary of the Post-Office, who, 
without further application from himself, has spontaneously adverted 
to the practices in the introduction of the Astronomische Nach - 
richten to this country.* 


“ General Post-Office, 14th June, 1854. 

u Sir,—Referring to the recent correspondence upon, the subject 
of the charges which had been made in this country upon certain 
cbpies of the Astronomische Nachrichten, transmitted through the 
Post from Hamburgh, I beg leave to inform you that the Director 
of the Posts at Hamburgh has forwarded to this office some copies 
of the publication in question, with their covers, from which it 
appears, that through some inadvertency these copies, and possibly 
other copies, have been charged with postage in this office, although 
it is well known to the officers, through whose hands these publi¬ 
cations usually pass, that they are entitled to be delivered without 
charge. 

* The Astronomische Nachrichten is now regularly forwarded to this country 
free of postage, and the blank occasioned by the non-transmission of several 
numbers is being gradually filled up.— Editor. 
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Discovery of a New Comet . 


“ I very much regret these mistakes which have occasioned so 
much annoyance, and I have given stringent instructions to the 
various officers concerned to prevent by all means any future 
errors of the same kind. 

“ I have also communicated with the Director of the Posts at 
Hamburgh to the same effect.—I am, Sir, your obedient, humble 
Servant, 


“ Professor Airy, 

“Royal Observatory, Greenwich 


“ J. Tilley, 

“ Assistant-Secretary. 


Discovery of a New Comet (Comet III, 1854.) 

(Letter from Professor Argelander to the Astronomer Royal.) 

“ On the 4th of June Herr Klinkerfues, in Gottingen, discovered 
a new comet. As I have just learned that the discoverer has not 
himself made this appearance known to you, I do myself the honour 
of informing you ; and I add at the same time the positions obtained 
by the discoverer himself, as well as the only ones which the 
weather has until now allowed us to make. The comet is very 
bright, and could be seen very well in the finder the day before 
yesterday, very near to the horizon, notwithstanding the light of 
the full moon. It has a remarkable thickening near the middle, 
but neither a defined nucleus nor a tail. 

* fc The places are derived only from rough calculation 


Date. 


R.A. 

Decl. 


h m s 

h m s 

0 / // 

June 4 

14 C 0 Gottingen 

2 I 15 

+ 32 15 — 

5 

3 3 37 *7 

2 5 23*25 

+ 33 40 i.8*6 


*3 45 *9 “ 

2 5 24*22 

+ 33 4 ° 43*9 



0 / 

0 / // 

Zl 

12 2 48*0 Bonn 

40 47*79 

+ 43 56 44'7 


r 2 33 30*4 — 

40 58*07 

+ 43 59 , 3 '° 


J Bonn, June 13, 1854. 

The following elements of this comet have been calculated from 
the Gottingen Observations of June 5, and the Berlin Observations 
of June 9 and 17, by M. Klinkerfues :— 


T . June 22*12174 

O / V 

x . 272 58 5*5 1 Equinox, 

S? . 347 4* 44*9' l85+ ' 0 

« 71 8 21*0 

Logy. 9*811244 


Motion retrograde. 

These elements have some resemblance to those of the cermets 
of 961 and 1558. 
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